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Workshop for parents



Introductions
Aims of the session:
• How children learn to read

• How we teach reading at JEA
• How you can help your child

Feedback



How do children learn to read?
Reading is learnt by decoding words or remembering words. Almost all children learn 
to read phonetically, although children can learn without phonics.  This is called the 
whole word approach. Some children, for example those with dyslexia, find reading 
phonetically more challenging. Pure phonics doesn’t work for everyone, and that’s OK.

Decoding Comprehension

This is recognising words in and out of context, either by 

applying phonics rules, working out by sentence level 

work or recognising words that are in the memory.

Learning to read does not stop when a child can decode or 

recognise a word. This is only the start.

This is the process of interpreting what the words 

mean.This is the same process in written and oral 

language and continues to develop throughout life.





Common mistake at home…

The slurp rig sur don her marp, then han de lis.





…and asking questions



Reading after Key Stage 1

According to Scholastic’s Kids & Family Reading Report, only 35 percent of 9-year-olds report reading 

five to seven days a week compared to 57 percent of 8-year-olds. Attitudes toward reading change as 

well: The number of children who say they love reading drops significantly from 40 percent among 8-

year-olds to 28 percent among 9-year-olds.

What’s crucial for parents to know about the decline by nine is that when children’s reading frequency 

drops, it’s difficult to get them back in the habit.

https://www.scholastic.com/readingreport/navigate-the-world.html


A silver lining during Covid

Children read and enjoying reading more during lockdown

● Children’s enjoyment of reading increased during lockdown (from 47.8% pre-
lockdown to 55.9% post-lockdown), having reached a 15-year low before lockdown

● More than a quarter (27.6%) of children and young people say they enjoyed reading 
more during lockdown

Reading has also provided refuge in this difficult time, supporting children’s 
mental wellbeing and enabling them to dream about the future

● 3 in 5 (59.3%) children and young people told us during lockdown that reading made 
them feel better

● 3 in 10 (31.6%) said that reading helped them when they feel sad because they 
cannot see their family and friends

● Reading encouraged half of children (50.2%) to dream about the future



The Take 10 Challenge encourages everyone to read for 10 minutes 

every day to improve their wellbeing and support their literacy skills.



The Million Word Gap

Results showed that parents who read 5 picture books with their children every 
day provide their children with exposure to an estimated 78,000 words each a 
year. 

Children who read 1 book a day before EYFS will have exposure to 300,000 more 
words than children not read to.

This means that over the 5 years before EYFS entry, researchers estimate that 
children from literacy-rich homes hear more than 1.4 million more words during 
storybook reading than children who are never read to. 

These results suggest that home-based shared book reading represents an 
important resource for closing the word gap.

A recent study shows that the vocabulary gap is evident in toddlers.



What are the barriers to parents reading to their 
children?





Children new to English or EAL

A focus on reading for meaning rather than simply decoding is important for EAL learners. Research 
suggests that EAL learners tend to have greater phonological awareness than their peers and often 
demonstrate good decoding skills in English, but score less well in reading comprehension 
measures (Murphy and Franco 2016). 

This suggests that attention to phonics should not take place in isolation from activities that promote 
vocabulary building, meaning-making and comprehension (Edwards 2013).

Reading builds on oral language competence and so learning to read requires making links between 
the language and the writing system (Abbot, 2013). This means that reading and writing tasks 
should focus on words and phrases that the learner already knows in English.

Reading in groups and pairs is a way of exposing EAL learners to peers who can provide good 
models of reading with expression.

At JEA, we use a multi pronged approach of phonics, vocabulary focus and reading for meaning. 



At James Elliman, we consider ourselves a 
Reading School, and our curriculum has been 
uniquely designed to incorporate a values-led 
and text-rich foundation as its starting point. 
We want all our pupils to develop a rich 
wealth of vocabulary and a love for reading 
from an early age; acquire life-skills, 
knowledge and an understanding of the 
world and be the best they can be, both in 
themselves and to others.  Our approach to 
early reading and the development of 
phonetic knowledge is based on this ethos. 
We serve a richly diverse neighbourhood in 
Slough and the many languages spoken 
within our community make it a stimulating, 
inclusive and exciting place to live and learn. 
Our pupils join us at a wide range of starting 
points and we offer them all the opportunity 
to instil a lifelong love for reading. 

Traditional stories 
and rhymes

Phonics - Read, 
Write, Inc

Reading scheme 
books

Reading skills 
lessons

Lending libraries Cross curricular 
links



Traditional Tales and Nursery Rhymes

Traditional tales and fables make great starting points for 
learning to read and understand the conventions of stories, as 
they are often simply constructed with repetitive patterns that 
are accessible and appealing to children. They provide wonderful 
opportunities for story-telling and drama. In addition, their 
structure allows children to learn further about  sequencing and 
the also what it is that makes up a story –a clear beginning, 
middle and end, a problem and a resolution, usually with a good 
and bad character.

Nursery rhymeshelp children learn easy recall and 
memorisation. They usually tell a story with a beginning, 
a middle, and an end. This teaches children that events 
happen in sequence, and they begin to learn how to 
understand stories and follow along.







What is Read, 
Write Inc?

The children learn over 150 
graphemes ( written symbols)  that 
represent 44 sounds in speech. 

These sounds are organised into 
three sets, and simple phrases and 
pictures help the children to link the 
letter-sound correspondence.



Have a go…

Grapheme - ay Sound in words Apply to other words



Blending letters to 
make a word

Special friends

Say the sounds

Read the word





Tricky Words V Green Words



Reading Lessons
In addition to RWI, reading lessons in class are taught through the Schofield and Sims Complete 
Comprehension scheme, ensuring that children learn the first steps needed to fully comprehend texts. 
The lessons follow the process of reading the text together, discussing it and linking it with other texts, 
exploring vocabulary, sentence level work, teaching and practising skills of retrieval and inference and 
further reading. Assessments track the progress of children. Year 2 example:





End of Year 2



Skills taught through reading lessons

Vocabulary and retrieval
What can you see?   What is happening? 

Compare, contrast and comment
What does it remind you of? Have you seen something like 
this before?

Inference
How do you think the character is feeling? Why?

Summary and prediction
.What do you think she will do next? Why?

Author choice
Why do you think the author chose black and white for 

the whole picture except for the heart? 



Year 6 



Reading Books

To supplement the RWI and reading schemes, children are also given a reading book 
for a levelled library system which is assessed to be at the optimum range to develop 
their reading skills. More than one scheme is utilised and banded together 
appropriately, providing more choice and range for the children to select their books 
from. These are changed weekly or as often as necessary and teachers keep a track of 
the book levels and that the children are reading regularly. 



Library Books



And our most special library books…



Cross Curricular Subjects



Assessment of Reading

EYFS baseline assessment
Year 1 phonics screening, repeated in Year 2 for this who 
do not pass
Year 2 reading SATS test
Year 6 Reading SATS test
Termly Reading assessment paper
Ongoing daily assessment



How you can help…



Why read with your child?

The National Literacy Trust conducted a survey with over 10,000 children. They found 
that children who read daily outside of school were 5 times more likely to achieve 
above the expected standard in reading for their age.





Everyone loves a story

Everyone loves a story. Can 

you follow the structure of a 

story to make up your own 

about a turtle swimming in 

the ocean?



And finally…


